February 16, 1983 LB 110

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VI CKERS: M. President, | wonder if Senator
Johnson woul d %/i eld to a question please. Senator Johnson,
I noticed on the committee statenment that the Omha City
Prosecutor and the representati ve of the Nebraska County
Attorneys Associ ati on opposed LB 110. Could you tell

me the reasons for their opposition?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Senator Vickers, | think both were
enbarrassed by opposing LB 110. They both presented
thenmsel ves in a very shanefaced way. | think that they
t hought that essentially (laughing)...

SENATCR YI CKERS: Can you say that with a straight face'?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: It is true. | am not kidding you.

I nmean the Gty Prosecutor in Omha, M. Richard "Deacon"
Jones canme down and testified in opposition because he
was concerned that sonehow the city would be required to
meet phot ocopyi ng costs as it handed out police reports,
and after | assured himthat the city can charge whatever
it wants to charge for photocopying police reports, he
said, well, that is a relief but since he was in Lincoln
he figured he m'ght as well go ahead with his testinon
anyhow. Ronald Brown | ast year agreed to this bill. The
Nebraska Association of County Attorneys |ast year agreed
to this bill inthis form So | said to Ron, | said, why
do you have a problemthis year? He said it is another
year. | mean that is the best | can do, Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VI CKERS: WAs there a concern rai sed about the
cl oggi ng of the docket perhaps?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: There was a concern raised by Ron
Brown that the docket would be clogged but | think in

his heart of hearts he recognized that a current practice
of sonme county prosecutors, and mnd you, the policy is
total uneven throughout the state. In some areas the
county prosecutors sinply allow the defendant discovery
anyhow. I n other areas thex don't but | think he realized
that in those areas where the county prosecutor has been
terribly hardnosed and not allowed the discovery the
dockets have been nore cl ogged because there sinply are
not negotiations that take place and there is not good
counseling for the defendant accused, and as a result,
frankly, Senator Vickers, the prosecutorial response to
this bill was kneegerk and not thoughtful

SENATOR VI CKEPS: Thank you, Senator Johnson, | appreciate



